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About Road Safety Education Limited
our vision
To be the premier road safety educator for youth throughout Australasia.

our mission
To contribute to the reduction of road trauma by creating supportive environments for
informed decision making through evidence-based road safety education.

Road Safety Education Limited (RSE) is a not for profit
organisation with a commitment to the reduction of
road trauma in Australia and New Zealand through the
delivery of quality, evidence based road safety education
programs.
Many major road safety initiatives including the Graduated
Licensing Scheme (GLS) and improvements to car design,
with greater emphasis on safety features, are making a
mark on youth road trauma statistics. Yet, young people,
both as drivers and passengers, continue to be over
represented in crash data. Last year, 365 young people
aged 17-25 years (Australia) and 15-24 years (New
Zealand) were killed on the roads and many times this
number were left with a life changing traumatic injury.
Our young drivers (and their passengers) are at greatest
risk of being involved in a serious road crash immediately
after they change from being a supervised learner to an
independent provisional/restricted driver. RSE is totally
focused on delivering practical road safety information for
our most at risk drivers and their passengers.

Youth road trauma is a community problem that needs a
whole of community response. RSE is in a unique position
to bring together all the essential elements to provide a
highly successful road safety education program for young
people. Working with our Community Partner Rotary,
Founding Sponsor BOC and our other generous sponsors
including Toyota Australia, Kmart Tyre & Auto Service,
Suncorp Insurance and New Zealand Steel, we are also
able to minimise the student participation cost and ensure
that our programs are accessible to all young people in
our community.
The award winning RYDA Program for senior high
school students is now part of a suite of programs being
developed for young people from years 9 to 12 and is
the platform for implementation of new and targeted
education programs for parents and corporate partners.
With a commitment to the principles of “Best Practice”
for youth road safety education, RSE will continue to
help create a supportive environment for better informed
decision making and contribute to the reduction of trauma
on our roads.

3

Road Trauma in Focus

the leading cause of death and injury of youth in Australasia
Travelling in a vehicle with or as a novice driver remains
one of the most dangerous activities a young person can
undertake; and yet it is a crucial part of life. In Australia in
2011, the 17–25 age group has the largest rate of fatalities
per head of population. This age group only accounts for
13% of the population but 22% of road deaths.

There are particular times where the new solo drivers
are at greater risk and include between the hours of
11pm-5am, especially at weekends and with more than
one passenger under the age of 26 years in the vehicle.
There have been many initiatives to address these risks,
including passenger and travel restrictions.

In New Zealand the news is even more grim with figures
revealing that 15–19 year-old drivers make up just 6% of
all licensed car drivers and yet between 2008 and 2010
accounted for 13% of drivers involved in fatal crashes.

However, despite the worthy initiatives implemented
by governments to reduce the youth road trauma toll,
there remains a significant role of road safety education
providers to better prepare young drivers (and their
passengers) to make safer choices.

The graph below illustrates the most at risk time for all
drivers under 26 years: the first 6-12 months immediately
following obtaining their probationary licence.

Crash profile of new drivers

Drivers in casualty crashes
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Best Practice

what the evidence shows is the best practice educational response
At the RYDA Program we teach students the
value of selecting a motor vehicle that has
the highest possible Australasian New Car
Assessment Program (ANCAP) star rating that
indicates the level of safety they provide in
the event of a road crash. For greatest safety
it is recommend that consumers should only
buy ANCAP 5 star rated vehicles.
Choosing a road safety education program
is a bit like selecting a safe car – you should
only choose a program that performs best
when bench-marked against what research
indicates will produce the best outcome
for the students. Most jurisdictions across
Australia and New Zealand have published
guidelines or principles on what constitutes
“Best Practice” for youth road safety
education. Road Safety Education Limited
has used these guidelines (right) to help
produce a highly respected and effective,
award winning Program.
Whilst there are many road safety education
programs, few, if any, meet best practise
articulated in this framework. RSE is
committed to ensuring our Programs are
benchmarked against the highest standards
of best practice guidelines.

Program
Content

Program
Delivery

Sequential
Learning

•
•
•
•
•

Evidence based
Relevant to age group/student-centric
Focus on attitude and awareness
Not just driver focused, include passengers
Does not include shock tactics or practical
driver training

•
•

Facilitators appropriately qualified/trained
Utilises multiple educational strategies;
small group work / problem solving

•

Provide tools for classroom teachers to
reinforce road safety messages
Enhance the school safety culture (“Health
Promoting Schools” framework)

•

•

Complements other road safety initiatives

•

Evaluate the impact on participants road use
behaviour and attitudes
Emphasis on continuous improvement in
content and delivery

Broad
• Provides information to parents / carers to
reinforce program messages
Community
Engagement

Evaluation

•

Best Practice

How are RSE Programs benchmarked against
Best Practice Guidelines?
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Australasian Advisory Council
Established by Charter, the objective and purpose of the
RSE Australasian Advisory Council is to provide advice
and research on road safety education to support the
development and continuing improvement and efficacy
of RSE programs in reducing youth road trauma. The
Council will help ensure that RSE Programs remain
evidence-based and at the forefront of quality road safety
education for young people.

Professor Barry Watson, Associate Professor Teresa
Senserrick and Dr. Dorothy Begg are the founding
members of the Council. The combined experience and
expertise concerning youth road safety that they bring to
our organisation is significant.

Meet RSE’s Australasian Advisory Council Founding Members

Professor Barry Watson, PhD
is the Director of the Centre for
Accident Research and Road Safety
- Qld (CARRS-Q) and responsible for
the overall management and strategic
direction of the Centre.
He has over 25 years experience
in road safety research and policy
development.

Associate Professor Teresa
Senserrick, PhD is a member of the
Transport and Road Safety (TARS)
Research Group, University of New
South Wales.
Teresa was trained in Developmental
Psychology and has two decades
of experience in health and safety
research. She is an internationally
renowned expert in young and novice
driver research.

Dorothy J Begg, MPH PhD
is a Senior Research Fellow &
Co-ordinator at the Road Safety
Research Injury Prevention Research
Unit, Dunedin School of Medicine,
University of Otago, NZ.
Her principal research interest is
young drivers, and in particular the
graduated driver licensing system
and its impact on young driver
behaviour.
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Program Content
‘Active Learning’ for Life

The RYDA Program has been developed over a number
of years. It draws its content and delivery techniques
from road safety and health literature in consultation with
education and road safety experts.

RSE Programs adopt an ‘active learning’ approach.
Listening is a passive process for the brain. It results
in the information being stored long enough to be
regurgitated for a short period of time, then forgotten soon
after. By contrast, the brain is unlikely to forget something
if the person is able to experience, discuss, argue, or have
to work hard to come up with their own answers (see
‘Cone of Learning’ below).

RSE’s Programs do not include shock tactics or practical
driver training but rather focus on attitude and awareness,
including the influence of passengers. Students are
encouraged to explore their own experiences and problem
solve and develop appropriate strategies to stay safe.

Every RSE session is a conversation or inclusive
demonstration designed so that students can explore and
experience their current sense of truth and knowledge and
test the formula with new knowledge and experiences.

After two weeks we tend to
remember....

20% of what we hear

hearing words

30% of what we see

looking at pictures

50% of what we
see and hear

ive

reading

pass

10% of what we read

watching a movie
looking at an exhibit
watching a demonstration
seeing it done on location

90% of
what we
say & do

doing a dramatic presentation

giving a talk

e

participating in a discussion

activ

70% of what
we say

simulating the real experience
doing the real thing
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Source: Edgar Dale, Audio-Visual Methods in Technology, Holt, Rinehart and Winston

our learning is for

life!

challenge the brains of our students
the more they will retain and draw on

the more we

in real life situations

Program Delivery
Training & Assessment

The quality of the program is only as successful as
the quality of the delivery. RSE engages with only
appropriately experienced and trained professionals to
deliver the RYDA Program. This is enhanced through the
mandatory RSE Facilitator Training Program.
Best practise demands that facilitators are “appropriately
trained and qualified”. Accordingly, RSE has committed
significant resources to the selection, training, audit and
support of facilitators of the RYDA Program. Training is
mandatory for all facilitators of the program and consists
of three modules which include online training, small
group workshops and one-on-one in Program training and
assessment.
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Sequential Learning

RSE’s Suite of Road Safety Education Programs
“In a Health-promoting school,
health is created by students,
teachers, parents and other
community members who are caring
for themselves and others, making
decisions about and taking control
of conditions and circumstances
that affect health, creating social
conditions that enable people to
be healthy and improving students’
understanding of health concepts
and how to apply them”
(‘Local Action: Creating Health Promoting Schools’, WHO, 2000, p. ii).

structure of programs
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Education is an ongoing journey and so too for road safety
education. Rather than a one-off initiative, road safety
experiences should be delivered over time to further
enhance and develop the road safety message. There are
many good road safety programs provided within schools
and the RYDA Program enhances these programs. In
addition, RSE continues to develop road safety education
for the preceeding and proceeding years to the RYDA
Program.
RSE uses the Health Promoting Schools framework as
developed through the World Health Organisation (2001)
to underpin the expansion of road safety education
products available to schools.

Broader Community Engagement
Just as youth road trauma demands a community response; it also requires community engagement. RSE works across the
community to embed the road safety message by engaging with:
• government to ensure that the programs reflect government messages and provide information for policy formation.
• the corporate community - RSE has never looked for just a cheque from a corporate sponsor but to engage in a true
partnership.
• the community sector through our Community Partner, Rotary.
• the broader school community through the provision of the RYDA Program, the upcoming SafeStart and Good2Go
Programs and parent workshops.
• at-risk groups - RYDA Programs have been provided in juvenile detention centres and to other groups who are
• at risk, including those who are not part of the main stream school system.
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Broader Community Engagement
Community Partner - Rotary

The RYDA Program is coordinated in partnership with
Rotary, the world’s first service club organisation with
more than 1.2 million members in 34,000 clubs in
over 200 countries. Rotary Club members are widely
recognised in the community as volunteers who work
locally and internationally to improve health, provide
education and promote peace under the motto ‘Service
Above Self’.
Rotary and RYDA
The active support and close involvement of Rotary is
a fundamental aspect in the success of the RYDA road
safety education program – there are almost 1,500
Rotary Clubs with some 43,000 members (Rotarians)
located in communities across all cities and rural towns in
Australia and New Zealand and the Pacific.
Rotary provides the RYDA Program with access to a
vast volunteer support base and introduction to many
community groups including schools and local business
organisations.
Contact with high schools to arrange attendance at a
RYDA Program is often initiated by a local Rotary Club
that may already have an existing relationship with the
school through other Rotary youth programs. There are
approximately 1,400 high schools across Australia and

Rotary Clubs in Australia
(ACT, NSW, QLD, SA, TAS, Vic & WA)
and New Zealand

350 secondary schools in New Zealand. It is typical
that any particular Rotary Club would have 1-3 of these
schools in their geographic area.
Rotary volunteers play an important role at RYDA days
by acting as guides for each of the student groups
participating in the six program sessions. Rotarians with
good organisational skills and availability for a long-term
commitment to the Program also assist by accepting a
role as Day Manager at our various RYDA venues.
Rotary Clubs also provide direct financial support to the
RYDA Program through donations from the community,
identifying the RYDA road safety education program as the
focus of a Rotary Club fundraising activity.
Very importantly, the involvement of Rotary assists us
to minimise operational costs and therefore helping to
ensure that the RYDA Program remains accessible and
affordable for all young people in the community. RSE
and Rotary Clubs across Australia and New Zealand are
proud to be working together to help make our roads a
safer place.

Helping to make road
safety education
accessible and
affordable for
all young people in
our community
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Police support the RYDA Program
Police officers across Australia play a vital role in providing
the RYDA Program. The “Road Choices” session at RYDA
is a crucial part of the day which benefits greatly from the
vast experience and knowledge of Police personnel. The
active involvement and support provided by Police greatly
enhances the value of the program and the impact of the
road safety message on students.
In New South Wales, a team of 40 specially trained School
Liaison Police (SLP) are available in six regions across
the state to assist in conduct of the RYDA Program. NSW
Police give the RYDA Program a very high priority and
facilitate the “Road Choices” session at over 200 program
days every year.
The Queensland Police Service Senior Executive has
formally endorsed the RYDA Program for police support in
that State, bringing Road Safety Education Limited under

their “Working Together” umbrella, agreeing to present
and promote RYDA within the Service and to relevant
stakeholders.
In South Australia, the Commissioner of Police provided
his formal approval for South Australia Police to be
actively involved in the presentation of the RYDA Program
across that State.
The Western Australia Police Commissioner recently
personally attended a RYDA Program to speak about the
importance of youth road safety education.
RSE greatly values the outstanding support and
commitment we receive from the Police Service and
we take this opportunity to formally thank them for their
continued dedication in helping to make our roads a safer
place through their involvement in the RYDA Program.
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“

an excellent program that has
improved & changed with the times.
it is an

important opportunity for students
to come to grips with some very important
information in a real & effective format

”

Manly Selective School Teacher on RYDA
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Evaluation
RSE’s commitment to research and evaluation is well
founded and documented. The current focus of the
evaluation remains centred around the RYDA Program, its
impact and longer term effect.
In addition to the ongoing and day to day evaluation of
the RYDA Program, RSE has also undertaken a broader
review of the RYDA Program and longer term impact of
the program. This has been undertaken by two external
agencies looking at two distinct outcomes of the RYDA
Program. Though too early to report extensively on the
findings as these are a long term project, there are some
noteworthy preliminary results.
One project has undertaken a series of focus groups with
students who have participated in the RYDA Program.
This approach has teased out what students learnt from
the RYDA Program; what changes they have implemented
as a result of the program and who else may have been
affected through the program.
Teachers and parents also participated in focus groups.
These groups also explored how students attending the
RYDA Program had an effect on their driving.
The last group to participate in this project were
facilitators. Using a variety of in-depth and telephone
interviews, this approach sought to better understand
what the facilitators gain from their participation in the
RYDA Program.

RSE routinely collects data from students who attend the
RYDA Program. This provides an instant snapshot on
the messages the students take away from participating
in the RYDA Program. This is measured against what
students generally know before they attend a Program day
(pre program survey) to illustrate the shift in knowledge
and behavioural response.
Not surprisingly students already have a considerable
amount of information about road safety thanks largely
to government social media campaigns and the school
curriculum. Therefore, the shift between pre and post
survey is likely to be small. However, any improvement
in knowledge and behaviour is significant and important.
The results from our surveys show a steady improvement
by students across all domains. Matched to qualitative
data, this increasingly builds a picture of longer term
change.
Finally, RSE engage with the broader community to better
understand their concerns regarding youth road trauma
through an online survey.
The collective results provide a solid overview of
the impact that the RYDA Program is having on the
community.
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Focus Groups
Students participated in focus groups which provided the environment to tease out ideas and thoughts regarding road safety and the
RYDA Program. This gave insights into the longer term and broader affect of the program. There is still considerable work to be done,
but preliminary results are encouraging. This information will form the basis of further research and evaluation. Illustrative comments
are below:

Parent of RYDA Graduate:
“[our daughter] is telling
us how to drive all the time
now. My husband has had to
change the way he drives!”

A teacher who
attended RYDA six
years ago: “I
remember a lot from
the course and apply
it even now to my
driving”

RYDA Facilitator: “I’ve
learnt better delivery
techniques in how to reach
the targeted group”

RYDA Graduate: “I
definitely go slower
after what I learnt at
RYDA”

Public Opinion
Youth Road Trauma is a community problem and requires a community solution. RSE, through an external research company, asked
the general public about their thoughts regarding road safety education programs; where they should be delivered and who should
pay. This was an online survey using an existing national database. There were over 5,000 respondents and there was no incentive to
participate. The results are statistically significant.
How important is it that road safety
education programs are taught to
young people?

Who do you think should pay for road
safety education programs?
7%
Other

3% Councils
0.5%
Not
Important

3.5%
Somewhat
Important

96% Very Important
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6% Schools

Do you believe road safety
education programs should be
included in the high school curriculum?
5%
No

12% Parents

72% Governments

95% Yes

Pre RYDA attendance
Post RYDA attendance

Attitude & Behaviour

Distractions such as mobile phones are well
advertised in our community. Indeed there is even
legislation to reduce their use in vehicles. Despite
this, students reported pre program surveys that
only 63% would turn off (or to silent) their phones
before driving. Post program this climbs to 77%.
Other in-car distractions shift from 79% to 93% post
program. Whilst a marked improvement, there is still
much to be done in relation to better managing these
distractions.
Crash avoidance is obviously an important
component of the RYDA Program. Understanding
an appropriate following distance and the required
stopping distance is fundamental to crash avoidance.
Pre workshop, only 70% of students understood there
are actions they can take to avoid a crash which
rises to 85% post workshop. This is supported by
an improvement of 13% of students understanding
appropriate stopping distances post workshop.
Car choice and vehicle safety features play a
crucial role in keeping drivers safe. Following the
RYDA Program, 82% of students better understand
the issues of a safe car; an improvement of 29%
from pre program.
The RYDA Program continues to make significant
gains to students knowledge and understanding
concerning the key issues of road safety and the
strategies they need to keep safe.

speed
distraction

% of students giving desired response

Awareness of fatigue as an important factor in
contributing to crash is improving. As a result of the
RYDA Program, 89% of students would stop and
revive, even if close to their destination. This is an
improvement of 10% from pre program surveys.

100%

fatigue

90%

crash
avoidance
mobile
phones

80%

70%

60%

50%
Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Driving 5km above the speed limit is OK
I would stop & revive even if I was close to my destination
There’s nothing I can do to avoid a crash if a car runs a red light
I would always turn my phone to silent or off before driving
It’s OK to change a CD when driving if you do the speed limit

Knowledge
100%

safest
drivers

alcohol stopping
distances safety
features

90%
% of students giving desired response

Student Surveys
Speed is a serious concern for new drivers. After
attending a RYDA Program, a total of 96% of students
report that they are less likely to drive 5km above the
speed limit; up 8% from pre program.

80%
70%
following
distance

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4
Q5

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Statistically, p-platers are safer than learners
At 60km/h a safe following distance is 2 car lengths
Eating bread after drinking helps eliminate alcohol
Doubling your speed quadruples your stopping distance
Safety features (ABS, air bags) can always be added later

17

The RYDA Program targets high school students in Years 11 and 12 (16-18 years) at a time in their life when they are actively
thinking about driving or travelling with new drivers. The RYDA Program is delivered as a school excursion in over 80 sites
around Australia and New Zealand by well trained facilitators with experience in road safety education. The program is also well
supported by Police and Crash Survivor organisations.

The Sessions
Stopping Distances Through experiential learning,

students have the opportunity to compare what they
think they know about the distance it takes a vehicle to
stop with the actual stopping distance. Students are
shown the impact of differing speeds, reaction time and
vehicle traction on the length of time that it takes to stop
a vehicle. They are given the opportunity to travel in a
vehicle, driven by a licensed driving instructor, as well as
observe from outside. The importance of vehicle condition
is emphasised along with the impact of road conditions.

Crash Survivor A powerful presentation by a crash
survivor who has a brain or spinal injury as a result of
a vehicle crash. Students hear directly from a crash
survivor about the impact of their crash on their family
and friends. Apart from the practical implications of living
with a spinal or brain disability, students also learn of the
emotional cost. The Q&A time allows students to speak
directly with the Crash Survivor, asking questions and
tackling the issues that have meaning for them.
My Wheels Being safe on the road involves more
than just attitude. It also concerns the types of vehicle
in which young people are travelling. At the beginning
of this session, students are given a blank poster and an
unlimited budget and are asked to design their perfect
car. The results rarely include many, if any, safety
features. In this session, the facilitator leads a group
discussion helping students to identify what a safe car
looks like, how to research their options before purchase
and how to make sure that the car they are travelling is in
good condition.

Road Choices Routinely delivered by a Police Officer,
this session gives students the opportunity to learn about
the role of Police in motor vehicle crashes, common traffic
offences, the penalties that come along with them and the
lasting effects of road trauma. The themes for discussion
are framed around a powerful film which tells the very real
and raw story of a vibrant young woman taken too soon,
as told by family and friends still learning to cope with the
loss and make sense of her death. It is hard hitting and
unashamedly emotional and shows the real consequences
of road trauma, causing the students to stop, reflect and
to act.
Hazards, Distraction & Risk A high energy
session aimed at familiarising students with the most
common crashes involving young people and how to
prepare to avoid or minimise their impact. The session
also focuses on the important role of the passenger.
The session is presented with the aid of video footage
and involves students taking part in several fun ‘hazard
perception’ tests.
Plan B An interactive workshop focusing on the impact

that alcohol, drugs and fatigue have on driving ability.
Through small group work and student presentations,
students identify planning strategies for travelling safely,
even when their original plans go wrong and they need to
implement “Plan B”. It is hoped that conversations led by
the students in this session will help to develop a culture
of pre-planning for unexpected situations by challenging
their ideas and devising workable strategies with their
peers in a safe environment ahead of time.
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The following venues conducted RYDA Programs in 2012 (an up-to-date listing of our venues is available at rse.org.au)
Australia Australia Capital Territory Canberra | New South Wales Bathurst, Bega, Central Coast, Coonabarabran, Cowra, Dubbo, Eurobodalla,
Illawarra, Kempsey, Leeton, Maitland, Narrabri, Nelson Bay, Newcastle, Orange, Parkes, Scone, Singleton, Sydney (Penrith, Sydney Olympic
Park, St Ives), Taree, Wagga Wagga, Woolgoolga, Yamba | Queensland Airlie Beach, Ayr/Home Hill, Brisbane (Chandler, Ipswich), Bundaberg,
Cairns, Caloundra, Darling Downs, Gold Coast, Gympie, Kingaroy, Mackay, Mareeba, Maryborough, Nambour, Noosa, Townsville | South
Australia Adelaide (Flinders University, Tandanya Centre), Barossa Valley, Campbelltown, Clare, Gawler, Golden Grove, Port Pirie, Salisbury,
Seaton, Victor Harbour, Whyalla | Tasmania Devonport, Hobart, Huon Valley, King Island, Launceston, Queenstown, Smithton | Victoria
Broadmeadows, Springvale | Western Australia Kwinana, Perth (Joondalup, South Perth)
New Zealand North Island Albany, Dargaville, Hamilton, Kaitaia, Kawakawa, Manukau, Paeroa, Papatoetoe, Penrose, Pukekohe, Whangarei |
South Island Blenheim, Christchurch, Greymouth, Nelson

20

Student Participation
The RYDA Program has shown outstanding growth in student numbers since it started in 2001. 49,719 students attended RYDA
across Australia and New Zealand in 2011/12, taking the total number of graduates to 264,123.

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

RSE’s Other Education Programs
Road Safety Education is currently developing a number of other Programs to extend the learning, support parents of young
drivers and enhance the road safety culture of our corporate partners. The following Programs are at various stages of
development and are progressively being pilot tested and evaluated.

The SafeStart Program will target students in Years
9 and 10. For many schools, SafeStart will be the
starting point as they embark on creating a road safe
environment for their students. Whilst the focus is on
road safety, the strategies learned as part of SafeStart
can apply to other risky behaviours.
Topics will include: understanding risk, protecting friends,
multi-tasking, first aid, understanding crashes, safe
celebrating and reducing harm.

There is no better spokespeople on youth road safety
issues than young people. They are able to articulate the
issues and concerns pertinent to them and their peers
in a language and a manner that is more likely to gather
traction than non-peers.
The Good2Go Program will seek to engage and upskill young people who have been well trained in road
safety through the RYDA Program to become peer
communicators. The Program is designed to follow the
RYDA Program and transforms students into road safety
ambassadors. Through an intensive workshop with
communication professionals, a select group of students
develop promotional and marketing skills to promote
safe behaviours within their school community.
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The importance of parents and their role in keeping their
children safe across a range of risk behaviours is well
documented. It is also true with regards to road safety.
This is reflected in the philosophy of Health Promoting
Schools framework which values broader community
engagement to promote healthy behaviours.
Although there is much information on websites
and other places for parents of new drivers, often
parents seek the opportunity to ask specific questions.
RoadGuide will provide this opportunity. Hosted at the
local school, RoadGuide will provide parents with the
information and strategies to help keep their children
safe as they begin to drive solo or ride with new drivers.

The emotional impact of a serious crash effects family,
friends, work colleagues, emergency personnel and a
range of other people. Corporations are also affected
by road trauma in other ways. Should an employee or
relative or friend of an employee be involved in a road
crash, this can lead to loss of productivity and include
additional resources to replace staff, etc.
Companies have a moral and legal responsibility to
create a safe work environment and this extends to
travel to and from work. The RSE Corporate Program is
designed to contribute to the culture of a safer workplace
by targeting ALL employees and developing a cognitive
understanding regarding road safety.
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“We participated in the RYDA
Program in order to encourage
students to take ownership
and responsibility for their
own safety and that of their
friends.
We felt it was important for us
to educate the ‘whole student’
and this was our last chance
to provide them with valuable
life skills before they left
school and were faced with the
challenges of being a driver.
We had a fantastic day and
the students found it to be
a positive and worthwhile
experience.”
Vermont Secondary College Teacher on RYDA
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Road Safety Education Limited
Group Directory
Directors - Australia

Australasian Advisory Council

Foundation

Geoffrey McIntyre AM, PSM
(S’pore), FAICD, F.Fin. –
Chairman retired as Chairman of
the Bank of China Limited, Australia.

Professor Barry Watson, PhD
is the Director of the Centre for
Accident Research and Road Safety
- Qld (CARRS-Q) and responsible
for the overall management and
strategic direction of the Centre.
He has over 25 years experience
in road safety research and policy
development.

Patron
The Honourable Sir William
Deane AC KBE is the former
Governor General of Australia
(1996-2001) and Justice of the
High Court of Australia (1982-1995).

A T (Terry) Birss CA(NZ), FCIS,
FCSA, FIPA – CEO/Managing
Director, previously Chairman since
incorporation.
John Loughlin is Proprietor of a
construction company specialising
in facilities for community groups
including schools.
Paul Pixton Dip FP, Certified
Financial Planner, JP is the MD of
a general insurance company.
Jennifer Scott BA, BLegS, LLM,
MDR previously practiced as a
lawyer and now provides dispute
resolution services.
Denis Cortese FCPA retired
as Deputy Commissioner of the
Australian Tax Office.
Ronald (Keith) Barton BSc (Hons
1), PhD, FTSE retired as CEO & MD
and director of major corporations in
Australia.

Associate Professor Teresa
Senserrick, PhD is a member
of the Transport and Road Safety
(TARS) Research Group, University
of New South Wales. Teresa was
trained in Developmental Psychology
and has two decades of experience
in health and safety research. She
is a world renowned expert in novice
driver research.
Dr Dorothy J Begg, MPH PhD
is a Senior Research Fellow &
Co-ordinator at the Road Safety
Research Injury Prevention
Research Unit, Dunedin School of
Medicine, University of Otago, NZ.
Her principal research interest is
young drivers, and in particular the
graduated driver licensing system
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